
No two states run elections the same way. 
Here’s an overview of the major differences incorporated into the TurboVote system as of 1/2020. 

 

Voter Registration Basics 
By mail 

In 47 states & D.C. (more below on New Hampshire, North Dakota, and Wyoming), students start the 
voter registration process in TurboVote by using the National Voter Registration form (NVRF). Students 
then need to print, fill in their state-issued ID # or SSN, sign, and mail the form to their local election 
official, whose address TurboVote provides. 

Texas​ has a Volunteer Deputy Registrar process (​more info​). We are not lawyers, so this is not legal 
advice, but consider that the students who need to register to vote with TurboVote in Texas (and thus 
pre-fill, print, and turn in the national voter registration form) are the only ones actually handling & 
submitting that form. 

Online 

In 38 states & D.C., students can register to vote online. For these systems, a student often needs that 
state’s ID to complete the online process (info within TurboVote): 
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More info: ​http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/electronic-or-online-voter-registration.aspx#table 
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https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/pamphlets/deputy.shtml
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/electronic-or-online-voter-registration.aspx#table


 

Voter Registration Outliers 
New Hampshire (info will be specific to each student’s registration address) 

 
North Dakota 

 
Wyoming 

Wyoming only accepts its own state-specific voter registration form. The TurboVote flow for a user 
needing to register to vote in WY is exactly the same as it is for NVRF-states, however, if a user needs 
to register to vote, we’ll provide them with Wyoming’s registration form pre-filled out, not the NVRF, on 
the Done step and in the Welcome notification. Wyoming requires the form to be signed by an 
oath-taking officer (like a notary) prior to mailing to the county election official for processing. 
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Voting by Mail Basics 

In most states, students can vote by mail or at the polls. 

If by mail, TurboVote sends users their state-specific ballot request form about a month before their 
next election in an email, text, and/or physical envelope, depending on their logged preferences. 

 

In some states, one needs an excuse to vote by mail. 

In some states (shown below), a voter needs an excuse to vote by mail. These excuses will be listed on 
the ballot request form itself & within Turbovote when near an election. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More info: ​http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/absentee-and-early-voting.aspx 
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http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/absentee-and-early-voting.aspx


 

Voting by Mail Outliers 
Some places vote entirely by mail. 

In ​Colorado​, ​Hawaii​, ​Oregon​, ​Utah​, ​Washington,​ and some counties in other states like Arizona and 
California, the entire election is conducted by mail. Here’s the information TurboVote provides to that 
end: 

 

Some states require a phone call instead of a request form to obtain a ballot. 

In ​Kentucky​, ​Mississippi​, and ​South Carolina​, voters must call their clerk to request a mail ballot. 
TurboVote surfaces this information on the final page of a signup and in the text and/or email 
notification sent to a user about a month before an election: 
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